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This paper is composed of introduction and four chapters. In the introduction, the 
paper answers to the question what is “Lingji Taoism”, and expounds the basises, 
present situation, the main contents of this paper and the basic methods for studing the 
Lingji Taoism. The religious essential factors are adopted as the basis for definiting 
the “Lingji Taoism”. This paper points out that the Lingji Taoism was one of  Taoism 
sects which regarded the true man of Er-xu as the chief worshipping object, taked the 
Lingji temples as the main activity location in the Ming Dynasty. The Lingji Taoism 
originated the true man of Er-xu belief from Wudai to the Yuan Dynasty. Up till the 
present moment, academic circles mostly studied the true man of Er-xu belief’s 
history and current situation from folk belief angles. This paper advances the concept 
of “Lingji Taoism” at first in the academic circles and tries to study it from the history 
of the Taoism sect angles, hopes to remedy the weaknesses in the study of the history 
of Taoism sects to a certain degree. 
Chapter 1 combs out the historical veins of the Lingji Taoism. This paper 
analyses the basic historical coruse how the Lingji Taoism originated, formatted, 
developed ane declined in the order of the time, points out that the relatively stable 
environment and the flourishing religiou of the Fujian society from Wudai to the Yuan 
Dynasty provided fertile soil for the true man of Er-xu belief. The true man of Er-xu 
belief came into being from Wudai, was apparent from the Song Dynasty to the Yuan 
Dynasty, and was prosperous in the Ming Dynasty. In the Ming Dynasty, under the 
support of the emperors, the Lingji Daoism formed in the reign of Emperor Yongle, 
and expanded to great prosperity in the reign of Emperor Xiansong. It declined from 
the reign of Emperor Xiaozong. 
Chapter 2 makes testual criticism on the books and records of the Lingji Taoism, 
investigates the authors , writing time, dissemination, editions , volumes, main 
contents and  basic ideas, introduces the books and records which lost in the folk. 















characteristics: 1) they were mostly written in the reign of Emperor Yongle; 2) they 
were written mostly by order of the Emperor Yongle; 3) they belittled the 
argumentation and attached importance to the sacrificy. 
Chapter 3 analyses the religious essential factors of the Lingji Taoism . Firstly, 
based on the collected materials ,such as the records of genealogy, records inscribed 
on stone tablet, and so on, this paper explorates the close relations between the Master 
Zeng of Qignpu village and the Lingji temple in Beijing, the relations between the 
Master Fang of Henan and the Lingji temples in Fujian, makes textual criticism on the 
dissemination of the Lingji temple in Beijing. Secondly, this paper concludes the 
religious theory of the Lingji Taoism, points out that it carried on the traditional 
doctrine of “Tao”, initiated the ethics to encourage people to do good, proposed the 
ideas to benefit mankind. Lastly, this paper introduces the sacrificial rites of the Lingji 
Taoism, points out that the Lingji Taoism had a complete and independent and fairly 
comprehensive sacrifice system. 
The last chapter demonstrates the place and influence in history of the Lingji 
Taoism, analyses the relations between the Lingji Taoism and the Ming society, 
introduces its activity repercussions. Investigates the remains of Lingji temples. This 
paper points out that the Lingji temple in Beijing has fallen into disuse, and now we 
can’t find any remain of Lingji temple in Beijing, however, the Lingji temple in 
Fujian was repaired so that the true man of Er-xu belief can revives in modern times. 
This paper brings forth mang new ideas:firstly, it advances the concept of “Lingji 
Taoism” at first in the academic circles; secondly, it combs out the historical veins of 
the Lingji Taoism; third, it demonstrates the Lingji Taoism’s books and records,  
religious essential factors, place and influence. 
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